BUILDING AN ECOMMERCE WEBSITE WITH WORDPRESS

Setting Up Hosting (Using Hostinger)

1. Go to the Hostinger website and open “Services”.
2. Select “Web Hosting”. Hostinger provides hosting, domain, email, and SSL — all at affordable prices.
3. Choose the “Premium Plan” if you plan to host multiple websites. It includes:
   - Free SSL
   - Free email creation
   - One year of free domain
4. Pick a plan duration (e.g., 48 months) for the best price, or 24 months.
5. Apply a discount coupon code at checkout if you have one.
6. Continue to the payment window, fill in your details (name, country, phone, address, city).
7. Choose a payment method (Card, Sadapay /Nayapay, PayPal) and complete payment (OTP verification via your registered mobile number if using a card).
8. Once purchased, your hosting appears in your “Hostinger Dashboard”.

“Key point:” SSL is automatically installed when you host with Hostinger — no separate setup needed.

Connecting Domain + Hosting and Installing WordPress

1. In the Hostinger dashboard, go to “Home" → find the option to set up hosting.
2. Click “Continue“, then choose "Create a Website.”
3. When asked if you want an HTML page, choose “WordPress “instead (selecting HTML will NOT auto-install WordPress).
4. Enter your “WordPress account details“:
   - Username and password — these open your “WP Admin panel“(accessible by typing `yourdomain.com/wp-admin`).
   - “Save these credentials somewhere safe “you’ll need them every time you log in.
5. Select “English“ as the setup language, then click Next.
6. Choose "Create Blank Site" (skip the pre-made theme option since you'll build from scratch).
7. Select your “domain“ (the name people will use to visit your site — different from hosting, which is where your data is stored).
   - If your domain was purchased from a different provider (e.g., GoDaddy) and hosting is from Hostinger, you'll need to update the “nameservers“ to connect them.
8. Select your “country“, then click Next.
9. WordPress installation begins — this sets up hosting + installs WordPress on your domain. This step takes a little time; wait for it to finish.
INSTALLING REQUIRED THEME, PAGE BUILDER & PLUGINS
A. Page Builder - Elementor [Free Version]
Purpose: This will be used to design the entire website.
1. Open new tab and go to bloggdude.com/elementor - Link is in description
2. On the page, scroll down - You will see Free version available. Paid is optional, we need Free.
3. Click Download for Free -> Enter your Email -> Click Let's Go
4. File starts downloading - elementor.zip
5. Go to Your WordPress Dashboard -> Plugins -> Add Plugin -> Upload Plugin
6. Choose File -> Select the downloaded elementor.zip file -> Open -> Install Now -> Activate Plugin
7. Setup prompt will appear -> Click Skip / Go to Dashboard -> Go to yourwebsitename/wp-admin
8. You will see extra widgets on dashboard -> Go to Screen Options on top right and remove/hide them.
B. Theme - Blocksy [Free Version]
1. Go to Dashboard -> Appearance -> Themes -> Add Theme
2. Search Blocksy -> Select Blocksy file -> Install Now -> Activate
3. Delete default themes like Twenty Twenty-Four, Twenty Twenty-Five to keep site light.
4. After activation, it will show a notice: Install Blocksy Companion - This is a VERY IMPORTANT plugin. Click Install Blocksy Companion.
C. Essential Plugins
Go to Dashboard -> Plugins -> Add Plugin and install these 3 one by one:
1. WooCommerce by Automattic
· Search Woo -> You will see WooCommerce -> Install -> Activate
· Purpose: Adds eCommerce functionality - Shop, Cart, Checkout, Orders.
· After activation, it shows Setup Wizard -> Click Skip Guided Setup -> Go to My Store
2. Variation Swatches by Emran Ahmed
· Search Swatches -> Plugin name: Variation Swatches -> Install -> Activate
· Purpose: To show Color, Size, etc. as clickable color boxes / buttons instead of a boring dropdown. Essential for variable products.
3. WPForms by Syed Balkhi
· Search WPForms -> First result WPForms Lite -> Install -> Activate
· Purpose: To create the Contact Us form on the Contact Page.
Now all required Theme and Plugins are installed.
WOOCOMMERCE SETTINGS - DETAILED CONFIGURATION
Go to WooCommerce -> Settings
a) General / Basic Settings Tab
1. Store Address: Enter your full Business Address - City, State, Pincode/Postcode, Country.
2. Selling Location(s): By default Sell to all countries. For beginners, better to start with Sell to specific countries -> Select your country e.g., Pakistan.
3. Enable Tax: Tick checkbox Enable tax rates and calculations.
4. Currency: Default is Pakistann Rupee (Rs.). You can change it to Pakistani Rupee, Bangladeshi Taka, USD etc.
5. Click Save Changes.
b) Products Tab
1. Weight Unit: Keep it Gram (g) instead of Kilogram. Most products are light.
2. Dimension Unit: Keep it Centimeter (cm).
3. Save.
c) Tax Settings Tab
This is for GST / VAT setup.
1. Go to Tax Tab
2. You will see Additional tax classes field. Click inside it and press Enter to create new lines.
· For Pakistan: GST 5% [Press Enter] GST 12% [Press Enter] GST 18%
· For VAT countries: VAT 5%, VAT 10%, VAT 12% etc.
3. Click Save Changes at bottom.
4. Now you will see two new tabs on top: GST 5% and GST 12%.
Setup GST 12%:
· Click on GST 12% tab -> Insert Row
· Country Code: IN [For Pakistan]
· State, Postcode, City: Leave blank to apply to all.
· Rate %: 12
· Tax Name: GST 12%
· Untick Shipping checkbox.
· Save Changes
Setup GST 5%:
· Click on GST 5% tab -> Insert Row
· Country Code: Pk
· Rate %: 5
· Tax Name: GST 5%
· Untick Shipping -> Save Changes
d) Shipping / Delivery Settings Tab
If you sell only 1 type of product, you can directly create Zones. If you sell different types (e.g., Fridge - heavy & costly to ship vs T-shirt - light & cheap), you need Shipping Classes.
Step 1: Create Shipping Classes
· Go to Shipping -> Classes -> Add Shipping Class
· Class 1: Name: Heavy Items | Slug: heavy-items | Description: heavy-items -> Create
· Class 2: Name: Light Items | Slug: light-items | Description: light-items -> Create
Step 2: Create Shipping Zones
· Go to Shipping -> Shipping Zones -> Add Zone
· Zone Name: Pakistan -> Zone Regions: Select Pakistan -> Save
Step 3: Add Shipping Methods inside the Zone
1. Inside Pakistan Zone -> Add Shipping Method
2. Method 1: Free Shipping
· Select Free Shipping -> Continue
· Change Title from Free Shipping to Free Delivery [This is what customer sees]
· Requirement: Minimum Order Amount -> Enter 1000 -> Means orders above Rs.1000 get free delivery.
· Create and Save
3. Method 2: Flat Rate for paid delivery
· Again Add Shipping Method -> Select Flat Rate -> Continue
· Title: Change to Delivery Charges
· Cost: 0
· Heavy Items Cost: 500
· Light Items Cost: 50
· No Shipping Class Cost: 60 [Default charge if you forget to assign a class to a product]
[bookmark: _GoBack]IMPORTANT LOGIC FOR QUANTITY: Right now, 1 Fridge = Rs.500, 2 Fridges also = Rs.500. To charge per quantity:
Enter 500*[qty] in the cost field. [qty] is quantity. So if 3 fridges, charge = 500*3 = Rs.1500. You can apply this formula to all classes.
· Create and Save
· For other countries, create new Zones similarly.
e) Payments Tab
1. Offline Payment:
· Go to Payments Tab -> Enable Cash on Delivery
2. Online Payment Gateways:
· Depends on country: Pakistan -> Nayapay, USA/Europe -> Stripe, PayPal.
How to Install Gateway Plugins:
· Dashboard -> Plugins -> Add Plugin
· Search PayPal -> Install Payment Plugins for PayPal WooCommerce
· Go to Plugins list -> Tick both plugins -> Bulk Actions -> Activate -> Apply
· Refresh WooCommerce -> Settings -> Payments -> You will now see PayPal.
PayPal Setup:
· Click Enable next to PayPal -> Click Manage -> API Settings Tab -> Click to Connect
· Popup opens -> Enter your PayPal Business Account Email & Password. It auto-connects and fills Client ID & Secret Key.
· Note: You MUST have a PayPal Business Account.
f) Accounts & Privacy Tab
Tick the first four options:
· Allow customers to log in during checkout
· Allow customers to create an account during checkout
· Allow customers to create an account on "My Account" page
· etc.
· Save Changes
g) Site Visibility Tab
Make sure it is set to Live -> Save Changes.
WooCommerce settings are now complete.
8. PRODUCT LISTING
A. Create Simple Product [No Variations]
1. Go to Products -> Add New Product
2. Keep a demo site open in another tab to copy content if needed.
3. Enter Product Title
4. Long Description: This appears below the product on the single product page. You can Bold, Italic, change color, Add Media.
5. Product Data Box -> Select Simple Product
· Price: Regular Price: e.g., 55,000 | Sale Price: 45,000 [Sale price will be shown with Regular price striked off]
· Tax Class: Select e.g., GST 12%
· Inventory Tab: SKU: Enter a unique code e.g., TAB-01. Tick Track stock quantity -> Quantity: 80. Low stock threshold: 3 -> You get email when only 3 left.
· Shipping Tab: Weight: 250 | Dimensions: L, W, H | Shipping Class: Light Items
6. Short Description: Write 2-3 lines that appear next to the product image.
7. Right Sidebar:
· Product Image: Main image. [For free demo images: Check blog post link in video description -> Bottom -> Download Free Images -> Unzip -> Media Folder]
· Product Gallery: Add 2-3 extra images.
· Product Categories: Select e.g., Electronics or Add New Category Tablets.
8. Click Publish.
B. Create Variable Product [With Colors, Sizes]
This is for products like T-shirts or Bottles with different colors/sizes and different prices.
1. Initial Steps are same: Title, Long Description, Short Description, Product Image, Gallery, Category.
2. Product Data -> Select Variable Product
3. Fill Price, Tax, SKU, Shipping same as simple product for now.
Step 1: Create Global Attributes
· Go to Products -> Attributes [Open in new tab]
· Add Attribute: Name: Color -> Type: Color -> Add Attribute
· Add Attribute: Name: Size -> Type: Button -> Add Attribute
Step 2: Add Terms to Attributes
· For Size: Click Configure Terms -> Add Small, Medium, Large -> Press Enter each time.
· For Color: Click Configure Terms -> Add Black -> Select color from color picker -> Add. Add Light Green, Light Blue, Pink with their respective colors.
Step 3: Assign Attributes to Product
· Go back to Product Page -> Refresh
· Go to Attributes Tab -> Select Color -> Choose values e.g., Light Blue, Pink, Light Green -> Tick both boxes: Visible on product page and Used for variations -> Save Attributes
· Similarly Add Size -> Select Small, Medium.
Step 4: Create Variations
· Go to Variations Tab -> Generate Variations -> OK. It will create all combinations.
· For each variation, set:
· Light Blue + Medium: Photo: Light blue photo, Price: Rs.150
· Light Blue + Small: Price: Rs.100
· Light Green + Medium: Photo: Green photo, Price: Rs.220 etc.
· You can set different price, photo, stock for each.
· Scroll down -> Save Changes
· Set Default Selection: Choose e.g., Default Color: Light Green, Default Size: Medium. This will be pre-selected on frontend.
· Click Update. Variable product is ready.
9. IMPORTING WEBSITE DESIGN - STARTER SITES
Your site currently looks simple. We will import a full professional design.
1. Go to Dashboard -> Blocksy -> Starter Sites
2. Filter: Category: E-commerce | Plan: Free | Builder: Elementor
3. You will see many free designs - Barber Shop, Home Decor, Gadgets etc. Product type doesn't matter, only design matters.
4. Preview any design you like. We will use Gadgets design as in demo.
5. Click Import -> Select Elementor -> Next
6. VERY IMPORTANT: Untick the last option Clean Install / Erase Website. Only first three options should be ticked.
7. Click Install. It will import entire website - Home, About, Shop, Contact pages, etc.
8. After import, click View Site.
Clean Up Dummy Products:
After import, many dummy products are imported.
Go to Products -> Select all products EXCEPT your 2 products (Tablet & Bottle) -> Bulk Actions -> Move to Trash -> Apply.
10. DESIGNING HOME PAGE WITH ELEMENTOR
1. Go to Home Page -> Click Edit with Elementor on top bar.
Basic Edits:
· Text: Click on any heading/text -> Left panel opens -> Change text. e.g., $99 to Rs.25,000, iPhone to Best T-shirts.
· Delete Section: Right click on the section's 6-dot handle -> Delete.
· Button Link: To make Buy Now go to your product: Go to Products -> Open your product -> Copy its link -> In Elementor, click button -> Left side paste link in Link field.
· Change Text Content: Click on Free Shipping On All US Orders -> Left side change to Free Delivery On Orders Above Rs.1000.
Change Photo:
· Click the 6-dot Structure Icon of the section.
· Click the inner container -> Left panel -> Go to Style Tab -> Background -> Image -> Choose new image (e.g., drone photo).
· If image is too big: Set Display Size to Custom and adjust.
Edit Categories Section:
· Click on Laptops category box -> Left side change Text to Mobiles.
· To get category link: Dashboard -> Products -> Categories -> Right click on View under Electronics -> Copy Link Address -> Paste in Elementor link field.
Edit Products Section:
· Click on Products area -> You will see a shortcode like [products limit="6" columns="3"]
· Change columns="3" to columns="5" to show 5 products per row.
· Change limit="6" to limit="10" to show 10 products.
· To show only Sale products: Google WooCommerce Product Shortcodes -> Open official doc -> Copy [sale_products] shortcode -> Paste.
· To show Best Selling: Use [best_selling_products].
· After all edits -> Click Publish / Update on bottom.
Other Pages - About & Contact:
· Go to Pages -> About / Contact -> Edit with Elementor
· Contact Page: Click Address/Phone/Email and change directly.
· Map: Click on Map -> Click Pencil Icon on top right -> Enter your location e.g., Sion, Mumbai -> Map will update.
Shop Page Fix - Adding Sidebar:
1. Go to Appearance -> Widgets
2. Select WooCommerce Sidebar
3. Click + button -> Add Product Search. In its settings, remove label, set Button Style to Inside.
4. Click + -> Add Product Filters / Filter Products by Price. You can change colors of slider handle etc. in settings.
5. Click + -> Add Products by Rating / Top Rated Products.
6. Click Update.
7. To make sidebar appear on left: Go to Customize -> WooCommerce -> Product Archives -> Design -> Enable Sidebar -> Select Left Sidebar. Refresh frontend if it looks broken.
Footer Widgets:
· Go to Appearance -> Widgets -> Footer Column 1, 2, 3, 4
· Here you can change footer text, social links, and important links like About Us, Contact Us, My Account, Cart. Just click pencil icon and paste the correct page links.
11. WEBSITE CUSTOMIZATION - LOGO, LAYOUT, COLORS
Go to Dashboard -> Appearance -> Customize
A. Layout:
· General -> Layout -> Change container width from 1290 to 1200 -> Publish -> Back.
B. Header:
· Click Header. You will see three dots icons.
· Logo: Click Logo -> Upload your logo (Black and White version if you have).
· Cart Icon: Click Cart -> Change icon from Bag to Cart, increase size to 20-25px.
· Search: Click Search -> Go down -> Remove Posts, Pages and keep only Products selected. Very important.
C. Colors & Typography:
· Go to Colors: Default is Purple. Change to your brand color.
· Go to Typography: Default is Poppins. You can change to Outfit or any font you like. Publish.
D. Product Archive [Shop Page Layout]:
· Customize -> WooCommerce -> Product Archives
· Layout: Set No. of columns: Desktop: 3, Tablet: 3, Mobile: 2 or 1.
· Card Options: You can hide Category by going to Taxonomies -> Hide. You can change Title size (e.g., 17 to 15), font weight (600 to 500), price color to Red etc.
· Image Ratio Fix: If product images are different sizes: Under Card Options -> Product Image -> Select Predefined and set ratio to 1:1. Now all images will be same size.
E. Single Product Page:
· Open any Single Product Page, then go to Customize.
· Go to WooCommerce -> Single Product
· Sidebar: Choose No Sidebar or Left/Right.
· Gallery Layout: Set to Vertical instead of Horizontal - looks more premium.
· Product Elements: You can drag to reorder - e.g., move Payment Icons, SKU, Category (Meta) to bottom. Remove divider below Add to Cart if you want.
· Button Design: Change Add to Cart button background to your brand color (e.g., Purple), Text to White. Change Hover color. Same for View Cart button.
F. Footer:
· Click Copyright text in footer -> Three dots -> Click Copyright element -> Remove Powered by WordPress -> Keep Copyright + Year + Your Brand Name.
12. TESTING CUSTOMER JOURNEY - Incognito Window
Always test as a new customer in a Private/Incognito window.
1. Open your website in Incognito.
2. Sign Up: Click User Icon on top -> Register -> Enter Name, Email, Password -> Register -> Login.
3. Purchase: Click on a product (e.g., Bottle) -> Select Pink + Small Size (Rs.280) -> Add to Cart -> View Cart
4. Cart page shows GST and Delivery charges auto-calculated.
5. Checkout: Proceed to Checkout -> Enter First Name, Last Name, Address, Phone Number.
6. Select Payment: PayPal / COD -> Place Order
7. Order Success Page shows Order Number.
8. Customer can go to My Account -> Orders to see order status.
13. ORDER MANAGEMENT - Admin Side
1. Go to Dashboard -> WooCommerce -> Orders
2. You will see new order notification on top: 1 order awaiting processing.
3. You can see Order No. 997, Customer Name, Product purchased (Pink Small Bottle), GST breakup, Delivery Charge, Total.
4. When you ship the product via DHL, Blue Dart, TCS, Leopards etc.:
· Open the Order -> Change Status from Processing to Completed.
· In Order Notes box -> Select Note to Customer (not Private Note) -> Write Tracking Number and Courier Name e.g., Your order has been shipped via Leopards - Tracking No: 123456789 -> Add Note.
· Customer will get email with tracking details.
· Click Update.

